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CHAPTER ONE 

«Achaemenids» 
Achaemenids

Of the origins of Cyrus the Great, the founder of the Achaemenid empire, many stories were told; but from the 
documentary evidence it now seems certain that he came of a royal line. He was king of what the Babylonians 
called Ansan (a region that had long previously been up-country from Susa) and proclaimed himself son of 
Cambyses, grandson of Cyrus, descendant of Teispes, and an Achaemenid. Since the Achaemenids belonged to the 
Pasargadae clan of the Persians according to Herodotus and Cyrus was evidently king of the Persians, it is natural 
to suppose that his ancestral rule was in Parsa (Persis) itself. 
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Darius I, who became the King after the death of Cyrus' sons, claimed in the Behistun inscription that his own 
ancestry was Hystaspes (Vistaspa) - Arsames (Arsama) - Ariaramnes (Ariyaramna) -Teispes (Cispis) - Achaemenes 
(Hakhamanis); by implication he claims that from Arsames backwards all were kings, and support for this is found 
in two gold tablets from Agbatana in the Old Persian script purporting to be prayers inscribed by Arsames and 
Ariaramnes, in which both are styled "Great King, King of Kings, King in Parsa". On this evidence it has been 
assumed that after Teispes there were for a generation and more two Achaemenid reigning houses, the one (that of 
Cyrus) in Ansan, the other (Darius’ ancestors) to the northeast. 
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The documents showed how little most Greeks and Persians even now understood each other's societies. The 
Greeks, having turned and charged back again through another Asian corps, which fled before they got near them, 
felt that all they needed was a candidate for the throne. Finding that Cyrus was dead, they offered it to Ariaios; but 
he laughed at them, saying that he was not of nearly high enough nobility to be tolerated.  
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The Cyrus cylinder tells us of the restoration of the 
derelict city and of its sanctuaries, of a return of the gods 
to their ancient enclosures both in Babylon and elsewhere 
and of the re-institution of the New Year festival, for 
Marduk in his mercy had granted forgiveness on account 
of the probity and right conduct of the new prince,
Cyrus, who respected the ways of the gods of the country. Fig 1. Cylinder Cyrus 
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Generally speaking, the cuneiform evidence of Achaemenian rule not only confirms the sequence of Persian rulers 
as known from Old Persian inscriptions and from Greek writers, but adds important chronological refinements not 
provided by other sources. Its contexts are usually strictly factual or historiographic. 
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A year later, while Darius was in Media, rebellion broke out again in Babylon; a certain Araha (Old Persian: 
Arakha, Elamite: Harakka) whom the Behistun inscription, identifies as an Armenian (the son of Haldita) in his 
turn assumed the name Nebuchadnezzar (IV). He was recognized as king mainly in Uruk but also in Sippar, 
Babylon, and Borsippa for less than three months until his capture by Persian forces under Vindafarna in 521 B.C. 
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The encounter between the Achaemenian empire and Babylonia seems to have left a surprisingly insignificant 
impact on the latter. Much of this impression is patently caused by the inherent sterility of the extant writings and 
the scarcity of the archaeological evidence.  
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twice again the slowly disintegrating Mesopotamian civilization was to suffer foreign domination after the defeat 
of the last Achaemenian king. First came the traumatic impact of the invasion by Alexander the Great, which was 
followed by the overwhelming surge of the Hellenistic civilization engulfing not only Mesopotamia but all of 
Western Asia. Then followed a second tide from Iran, which produced the Parthian Arsacid rule enduring for at 
least as long as the Achaemenian, to be followed by that of the Persian Sasanian dynasty. 
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The act of worship was considered necessary both for men and for the gods. Not only were individual and communal 
benefits, both material and spiritual, thought to be obtained through worship, but worship strengthened the gods to 
perform their own positive functions as well as keep in check the evil forces at work in the world. There is even a 
measure of petulant jealousy which the gods are shown to express because of insufficient attention to their cults. 
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According to the official story, the Achaemenid or Persian Empire was founded by Cyrus the Great, who 
became king of Persis in 559 BCE and defeated his overlord Astyages of Media in 550. The size of the 
Median empire is not exactly known, but it seems to have included Cappadocia and Armenia in the west and 
Parthia, Aria and Hyrcania in the east.  
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CHAPTER TWO  

»Seleucid«  
Alexander

Alexander III the Great, the King of Macedonia and conqueror of the Persian Empire is considered one of the 
greatest military geniuses of all times. He was inspiration for later conquerors such as Hannibal the Carthaginian, 
the Romans Pompey and Caesar, and Napoleon. Alexander was born in 356 BC in Pella, the ancient capital of 
Macedonia. He was son of Philip II, King of Macedonia, and Olympias, the princess of neighboring Epirus.  
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He spent his childhood watching his father transforming Macedonia into a great military power, winning victory 
after victory on the battlefields throughout the Balkans. When he was 13, Philip hired the Greek philosopher 
Aristotle to be Alexander’s personal tutor. During the next three years Aristotle gave Alexander a training in 
rhetoric and literature and stimulated his interest in science, medicine, and philosophy, all of which became of 
importance in Alexander’s later life. 
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In 340, when Philip assembled a large Macedonian army and invaded Thrace, he left his 16 years old son with the 
power to rule Macedonia in his absence as regent, which shows that even at such young age Alexander was 
recognized as quite capable. But as the Macedonian army advanced deep into Thrace, the Thracian tribe of Maedi 
bordering north-eastern Macedonia rebelled and posed a danger to the country. Alexander assembled an army, led 
it against the rebels, and with swift action defeated the Maedi, captured their stronghold, and renamed it after 
himself to Alexandropolis.   
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Two years later in 338 BC, Philip gave his son a commanding post among the senior generals as the Macedonian 
army invaded Greece. At the Battle of Chaeronea the Greeks were defeated and Alexander displayed his bravery
by destroying the elite Greek force, the Theban Secret Band. Some ancient historians recorded that the 
Macedonians won the battle thanks to his bravery.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

«Parthians»
There was a district named Partukka or Partakka which was known to the Assyrians as early as the seventh century 
B.C., and it may have formed a part of Media. Media was conquered by Cyrus (Kurush) the Great, founder of the 
Achaemenid empire. The Achaemenids ruled Iran from 550 B.C. to 330 B.C. and their authority extended from the 
Danube river to the Indus river at its zenith. Under the Achaemenids, there was a satrapy named Parthava, probably 
gained by conquest between 546 and 539 B.C. during Cyrus the Great's campaign south and east of the Caspian Sea. 
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At that time the satrapy included Hyrcania, which lay between the Elburz mountains and the Caspian Sea. Parthava 
revolted in 521 B.C., but was subdued and probably remained united with Hyrcania at the death of Darius. Later it was 
apparently separated from Hyrcania and then joined with Chorasmia. In the army of Xerxes, there was a contingent of 
Parthians under the command of a certain Artabazus son of Pharnaces, probably the satrap of Parthia.  
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Among the Parthians killed in Xerxes' Greek campaign was a cavalry leader named Arsaces. The last ruler of the Achaemenid 
line was Darius III who was defeated by Alexander the Great. The Parthians fought on the side of the Achaemenids against 
Alexander at Arbela and Darius' satrap of Parthia, Phrataphernes, surrendered to Alexander in Hyrcania. 
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After defeat by Alexander, Amminapses, a Parthian from Egypt, was made Alexander's satrap of Parthia, which 
had been joined with Hyrcania. In 318 B.C. Pithon, satrap of Media, seized Parthia and installed his brother 
Eudamus. But other satraps became alarmed and united under Peucestas of Persis to drive Pithon back to Media.  
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After 316 B.C. the province was apparently joined to Bactria under the command of Stasanor. But after nearly a century 
of Macedonian Greek rule by Alexander and his Seleucid successors, the nearly continuous war with Egypt weakened 
the Seleucids to the point that Diodotus of Bactria revolted and declared himself king circa 253 B.C.  
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The origins of the Parthian people are clouded. Strabo says the first Arsaces was a Scythian man with the 
semi-nomadic Parni tribe, a part of the Dahi, nomads who lived along the Ochus (lower Oxus) River, who 
invaded and conquered Parthia. Strabo also mentions those who claim Arsaces was a Bactrian who escaped 
from Diodotus after a failed revolt.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

«Sasanid» 
Zoroastrianism

Under the descendants of the Sasan, Zoroastrianism became the state religion. In their inscriptions, the Sasanian 
kings describe themselves as 'Mazda-worshipping kings', i.e., believers in the supreme god Ahuramazda. King 
Ardašir conferred many privileges to the Magians, the religious specialists of Zoroastrianism, who gained great 
political power. For example, they played a role in the inauguration ceremony in Ctesiphon, served as judges and 
served as tax collectors. In the Sasanian rock reliefs, we often see "investiture scenes", in which the god 
Ahuramazda, seated on a horse, hands over power to a king. 
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As a consequence of this religious ideology, there was little room for alternative ideas. Christians were persecuted, 
and the prophet Mani (216-276), who had tried to combine Christianity and Zoroastrianism, was crucified. When the 
Roman empire, the arch-enemy of the Sasanian empire, had become Christian, the persecution of the Christians 
increased; being a Christian was considered treason. 
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The conflict with Rome, which had started in 231 with some fighting on the Euphrates, escalated under Ardašir’s 
son and successor Shapur I (241-272). According to Roman sources, he made territorial claims: he wanted to 
restore the Achaemenid empire and demanded all Roman territories in Asia, a claim that was implied in his title 
'king of Iran and non-Iran'. In fact, he wanted to recover the territories once ruled by the Parhians, which included 
Armenia. War was to concentrate on the Upper Tigris region only, dominated by Roman-held Nisibis.  
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Nevertheless, to obtain Nisibis, Shapur raided large parts of the Roman East. When he invaded Syria and looted 
Antioch, a Roman counterattack was inevitable. The emperor Gordian III invaded Mesopotamia and was at first 
successful, but died during a battle near Ctesiphon (244). His successor, Philippus Arabs, was forced to conclude a 
shameful peace treaty, and with some justification, Shapur claimed to have put Philip on the throne. Roman 
POW's were forced to build the city of Bishapur, where a rock relief commemorated his triumph. 

5���6" ^�8 $	&� �;�� &� ��>7� �� ��)�� ���S�� 4	 $��14 $  ���B" 9��E 	� _���"# � �&� �-B� �1��� �� ��:� .�&� 4�� � 
!�� �:&��� !  #$%&�� 
 51&`��	 5�� �� S�� ��1���K ���	&R�	 .�� a���C	 \��: &�E ������ ! '	( �(� ��@2�� F1�%" �'�C �� ��	 ���� b8�� 	���	 �� �) �� �244 5�("�C .(

 �� ���I� �a&� c�-�8 ��	���)*+ ,�-  	� $��# S&�)&./� )/(  .
J�	 *�"�(" 
7�&� 	� c�-�8 �� �&� ���	 ��)�� ���C�� �B� �� � � 0�	�$1�   �J���
 �����1 �� $	 ��2C&� >/" �I"# �� �� ��"4�2� 	� ��)�(�� &`� �"�� �	�	���2	�3 .�� ��I1	 �	  



  
����� ���	� 
��� 45 ��� ���� 
������� ���� ��������

  
CHAPTER FIVE 

«Islam»
Islam

Two currents in the history of Iran have caused a misunderstanding among some people who, knowingly or 
unknowingly, project them as the expressions of the Iranians' resistance and reaction to Islam, or at least to Arabs. 
These are: the revival of Persian language and the Shi'i faith. It is, therefore, necessary for us to deal at some length with 
these two phenomena - one of which is concerned with our official language and the other is related to our State religion. 
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The Arabic word for "submission" to the will of the God (Allah), Islam is the name of the religion that originated 
in Arabia during the 7th century AD through the Prophet Mohammad. Followers of Islam are known as Muslims, 
and their religion embraces every aspect of life. They believe that individuals, societies and governments should 
all be obedient to the will of God as it is set forth in the Koran, which they regard as the word of God revealed 
to his Messenger, Mohammad.  
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Although Islam is a Semitic religion akin to Judaism and Christianity, it had a profound appeal to the Persian mind 
and soul and soon after its rise became the dominant religion of the country. Islam does not distinguish between the 
religious and the secular. Rather, it takes the whole of man's life into account and tries to give meaning to all of his 
actions. It is essentially a religion of surrender to the Divine Will as this Will is expressed concretely in the Koran and it 
is a religion based on intelligence which, if correctly used can come to understand the unity which embraces all things. 
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Islam is essentially divided into two branches, the Sunni and the Shiite, the first group comprising the great 
majority .The difference between the two arose historically over the question of who should have succeeded the 
Prophet of Islam upon his death. But more profoundly, the two branches are two different orthodox interpretations 
of the religion, both of which extend back to the beginning of Islam. 
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Shiism itself has several divisions, the most important being the Ismailis who believe Seven Imams (or spiritual 
successors of the Prophet) and the Twelve-Imam Shiite. In its history Persia has been dominated in various times 
by all these forms of Islam. But most important of all during the past few centuries has been the Twelve-Imam 
Shiism, which since the Safavid period has been the official religion of Persia and remains so today.  
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CHAPTER SIX 

«Saljuqs and Gaznavids»

The Seljuqs 

The Seljuqs (Seljuks) were the ruling family of the Oguz (Ghuzz) Turkmen tribes who invaded western Asia in the 
11th century and founded a powerful empire, later to be divided into the principalities of Iran, Syria, and Asia 
Minor. The history of these invaders forms the first part of the history of the Turks in the Near and Middle East.  
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The Saljuqs of Rum were descended from the Great Saljuqs who ruled Iraq, Iran and Central Asia. A cousin of 
�o�rel Beg (d. 1063) and �a�ri Beg (d. 1060), had unsuccessfully challenged Alp Arsl�n (r. 1063-72) for the Great 
Saljuq sultanate on the death of �o�ril Beg. His son Solaym�n (or Solaym�nš�h) is traditionally considered the 
founder of the Saljuq sultanate in Anatolia. Relations between the two branches of the Saljuq family were to remain 
distant, and at times hostile, although later authors tended to gloss over this difficult relationship. 
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The history of the Saljuqs of Rum can be considered as falling into three main phases: the first, lasting until the late 
12th century, is the ill-documented formative period of the sultanate, when it rose to be the leading Muslim state 
in Anatolia; the second, stretching from the late 12th century to 1237, was the sultanate’s heyday, when it became 
one of the richest and most powerful states in the Middle East; and the final phase, lasting until the early 14th 
century, saw Anatolia reduced to a province of the Il-khanids of Iran while the Saljuq sultans remained in office as 
figureheads under Mongol rule. 
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The Origins of the Sultanate 

For at least four decades before the Battle of Manzikert in 1071 when the Byzantine Emperor Romanus IV 
Diogenes (r. 1068-71) was defeated and captured by Alp Arsl�n, Turks had ranged over eastern Anatolia with more 
or less impunity, in search of plunder and pasture. After Manzikert, Byzantium was plunged into fierce civil wars, 
the protagonists of which were sometimes forced to call on the Turks for aid.  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

«The Ilkhanate»

The Ilkhanate

The Ilkhanate was a Mongol khanate established in Persia in the 13th century, considered a part of the Mongol 
Empire. The Ilkhanate was based, originally, on Genghis Khan's campaigns in the Khwarezmid Empire in 1219–
1224, and founded by Genghis's grandson, Hulagu, in what territories which today comprise most of Iran, Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, and western Pakistan.  
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The Ilkhanate initially embraced many religions, but was particularly sympathetic to Buddhism and Christianity. 
Later Ilkhanate rulers, beginning with Ghazan in 1295, embraced Islam.The Mongol invasions of the Islamic world 
began in 1221 with the conquest of eastern Iran. A more devastating wave of conquest, however, came with 
Genghis Khan's grandson Hülegü, when Mongol forces subjugated all of Iran and by 1258 had also taken Baghdad, 
thus bringing to an end the Abbasid caliphate (750–1258).  
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Establishing rule over most of West Asia, including Iraq, Iran, Khorasan, the Caucasus, and parts of Asia Minor, Hülegü 
(r. 1256–65) assumed the title of "Il-Khan," meaning lesser Khan, subordinate to the Great Khan ruling in China. This 
branch of the Mongol dynasty, which became known as the Ilkhanids (1256–1353), centered its power in northwest Iran. 
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Changiz-khan`s Attack

The during the envoys’ first interview with Chingiz- Khan the Chin Emperor’s son and prime minister were 
brought in bound in chains, no doubt with an eye to the effect of this spectacle upon the ambassadors. The latter 
were, however, favourably received, and in a second interview Chingiz-Khan charged them to inform the sultan 
that he regarded him as the ruler of the West, as he himself was ruler of the East. There should be a treaty of peace 
and friendship between them, and merchants should be free to travel to and fro between their territories. 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 

«Timurids»

Sarbadars

Various interpretations have been offered for the name by which the Sarbadars have gone down in history, none of 
which can be seen to be totally appropriate. It may be derived from an utterance of 'Abd al-Razzaq, one of its best 
known representatives, intended to express the idea that the political success aimed at was worth the risk of hanging 
(sar ba-dar "head on gallows").  
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And not only has it been the name that has produced varying interpretations; right up to the present day the same is 
true of evaluations of the Sarbadars' historical importance. Whereas many commentators continue to dismiss them 
as a robber state, another interpretation would see them in terms of a socially orientated reform movement having 
the character of a class struggle, in which the unmistakable faith in a Mahdi, i.e. a kind of messianic belief, and a 
striving for a theocratic order, were no more than passing features of minor importance. 
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Whereas the founders of the principalities we have been discussing in other parts of Iran based their claims 
to authority on their relationship to individual Mongol rulers, or on an office conferred by them or by one of 
the khans, the Sarbadars of Sabzavar were principally belonging to the Shi'i creed, who certainly entertained 
no such legitimist notions.  
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Certain social characteristics of the Sarbadar movement- if we accept this description as a meaningful one -have 
attracted the attention of socialist historians and have led them to indulge speculative views that are far from being 
adequately borne out on all points by the evidence available.  
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The community they created differed from other systems in that it was not dynastic but a realm without kings. But 
it also displayed other unusual features, the most striking of which were its religious aspect and, associated with 
this, the part played by dervishes of an extreme form of Shi'ism. 
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CHAPTER NINE 

«Safavids»

Safavids 

In the summer of 906-7/1501, after his victory over the Aq Quyunlu, Isma'il entered the Turkmen capital Tabriz, 
ascended the throne and took the title of Shah. He thereby founded the rule of the Safavid dynasty in Iran which 
was to last until 1148/1736. Thus after becoming Grand Master of the Ardabil order on the death of his brother Sultan 
'Ali, he finally attained the political power in pursuit of which his father and grandfather had already lost their lives.  

����  
 ������� �	 
�����906/1501 �� ��� ����� ������ ������ 	��� �����!���" #$ �� %&���� &� '� ����  �$ &� '� �� .�(�) �� *�� ����� � 	�� +��,

 �� -� ���2) ����� ����� �	 �� %�34 -���� �7�8:1148/1736 �$ &� '� ?���� @�� -� .��A� B�C 	��D� E�7 �� -�    E��D� 
D��	�� �	 F�G!�H�D� I�
.�!	�� *	�	 ��	 &� �� 	�J ��, K�L�� �$ �� �$ B��!	 -� M)������ � ��� -� 	�� ?�� �� F���� N��" O����P! ��� -"�(  

This era constitutes a special period in the history of Islam. With the destruction of the Caliphate by the Mongols 
and the decline of almost all the previous centres of power in the Islamic East, Islam was faced with a grave 
crisis, both political and religious; indeed, even its very existence seemed threatened. Moreover, after the 
numerous theological disputes and the endless wrangling between heretical sects in preceding centuries, the 
chance of a reconciliation of the warring factions and a reversion to the essential elements of the faith might 
have been found in this very crisis. 
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However Isma'il's attitude may be judged from the point of view of the official theology, his claim to be venerated 
as a god (sijda) did not prevent him from favouring the Ithna'ashariyya, the Twelver Shi'a, among the manifold 
divisions of the Shi'a existing at the time. This creed acknowledges not the Caliphs but only the Twelve Imams as 
the legitimate successors of the Prophet Muhammad;  
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a succession commencing with 'All and ending with the Mahdi Muhammad Hujjat-Allah who, his followers
believe, did not die but is alive and will return once more at the end of the world. It was on this theory of 
succession that the Safavids based their claim to be direct descendants of 'Ali and thereby of the Prophet 
Muhammad. It rests on a genealogy which links Shaikh Safi via a line of twenty ancestors with Musa al-Kazim 
(d. 183/799), the Seventh Imam. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

«Afsharieh and Zandieh»

Before Afsharieh

Iranian exiles in India, when they wrote about Nadir's antecedents, tended to exalt them. They were writing under 
Indian patrons in the land which had witnessed Nadir's humiliation of the Mughul Emperor Muhammad Shah, and 
they were compatriots of Iranians who had been ruled by a self-made Shah.  

������� �� ���  
���� �����	�
 ������ � ������ ���� �� ������ �������� �� � ������ ����� �������!��� �" #� ������ ������" .�� $��� �����% &��'% &(� �� �� ������

�" ) ���� ���� ��* � ���� +��, #� �� ����'(� -�/� �����0�� ��1(� � ����#�2 ��	
 ��� ���" �� �*�2��* ���� 32�� � ����� �������% ��4�� &�� .��  
A writer like Muhammad Shafi Tihrani in his Nadir Nama awards Nadir the dignity of being the son of an Afsharid 
Sardar, one of the high officers of the "Sultan" of Abivard. James Fraser, whose sources were for the most part 
Indian, also gives Nadir a father of rank in the Afshar community. Lockhart considers Nadir's birth not of the 
quality for its having taken place in a "castle" to be plausible. It is improbable that the qal’a at Dastgird was 
anything of the order of a castle. It was probably simply a tower, or a farmyard with walls and bastions. 
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Determined appropriately to herald Nadir's birth, Kazim describes Imam Quli's twice-witnessed dream, which his 
brother Begtash also saw. Kazim makes Imam Quli, such a vague entity in other sources, strikingly real. The 
shepherd puts on his posteen to go out and watch the sheep in the winter pastures. Out for three days and nights, he 
indulges in prayer and meditation, exercises to which he was apparently prone.  
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On the night of 23 Ramazan, in 1087 (9 November 1676) he has a dream, repeated the next night. He sees a sun 
whose radiance covers the whole earth. It sets in the district of Khabushan. He thinks that if he told them of this 
vision people would take him for mad, but when he found that his brother had had the same dream about him, the 
two men were emboldened to seek an interpretation from a “poor village mulla”. The mulla gave them the obvious 
interpretation, even to the world-conqueror’s death near Khabushan. 

 +� ��23  �� ���X��1087 )9  ������1676����* )� ( ��    �� $��@���* )� .�@� ���@4� �@�� +� �� � �����  �@� �@���     �� �� !�@�# O�@'� �" a��@� @� 
����1A�� �� .����b)�J �����*  ���� �46 )� .����" ����� �� b��* !�� O��� � ��� � ����� ����� �� )� ������ ��� �������
   @� �@� ,��� � ��

 7� #� �� �" ����� ����6�� Ec�, ��� )� �&2� ���� )� ������ �� b��* !�'� N� 9�����»����� $��2)� $P� «�" � P� .���� �d�5,  �(@e�) ����� ��
 f�� �� ��% �������� ��!" .�����* �4��C� ��

Mahdi Khan says that the first wife died after five years. Nadir married her sister, by whom he had two sons, one 
later named Nasr-Allah, the other Imam Quli. Malik Mahmud entered Khurasan at a time when men apprehensive 
of Nadir’s growing power could exploit his presence. The two men could be played off against each other, but this 
was a game Malik Mahmud could play too. 
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 

«The Qajar»

The Qajar

As for the Qajars' early history, there is a late tradition that they were part of the Turkish Oghuz confederacy, and 
first entered Iran with other Oghuz tribes in the 11th century. However, neither of the surviving lists of Oghuz 
tribes, those of Mahmud Kashghari and Rashid al-Din, include them, although both mention the Afshars. 
Conceivably, they were an element in a larger tribe (the Bayats have been suggested as the most likely), from 
which they later broke away. The same late tradition claims an eponymous ancestor for the tribe in Qajar Noyan, 
the son of a Mongol, Sartuq Noyan, who was supposed to be Atabeg to the Il-Khan Arghun. Qajar Noyan was also 
alleged to be an ancestor of Timur. 
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Agha Muhammad Khan entered Tehran, which was henceforth to be the Qajar capital, on 11 Jumada I 1200/12 
March 1786. From this time, he seems to have regarded himself as ruler of Iran, although he refrained from 
assuming the title of Shah. Agha Muhammad Shah’s patronage of Islamic institutions indicates an awareness of the 
duties of a Shi’i ruler. In Tehran, he ordered the construction of the shrine. Agha Muhammad Shah also 
commissioned some secular building, less for aesthetic than for practical purposes. 
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Fig 1. Taq-Bustan 
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Bas-reliefs of Fath Ali Shah and his sons were carved
on rock faces in the Sasanian style at Rayy and Taq-i 
Bustan to proclaim the continuity of the monarchical 
tradition. Fath Ali Shah was following in his uncle’s 
footsteps, but outstripped his predecessor in articulating 
regal splendor and pride. 
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CHAPTER TWELVE 

«Pahlavi»

The Pahlavi Autocracy: Riza Shah

The close of the First World War found Iran in a state of near anarchy. Despite its proclaimed neutrality, it had 
been invaded and fought over by the troops of the various belligerents, the eventual outcome being occupation by 
British and Russian forces. In some provinces the war had caused serious dislocation of economic life. 

��	��� :����� ������  
 ����� ��	
�� .�� �	� � �	� � ����� ����	� �� ��	�� ��� ����� �!� ���"�� �������� #�"$� ��%�	& '&�( �!� � ����( ���� ��	�� )��	
�� 

 �* ����� �+
"� � ),-	/ ��	0	��� ��"&� �1	 �� .�� �&�� � ���
��"�	 ����	
� '&�( ����	 23& �!� .�� 45� ���6"0� �/5�% ����1  
That Iran had not gone the way of other Asian countries - India, for example, or the Khanates of Turkistan-and 
been formally absorbed into one or other imperial system seemed entirely fortuitous. A few acknowledged that the 
survival of an independent Iran was directly due to the intense rivalry between the two Powers, which effectively 
tempered the appetite of both for outright annexation, since neither would acquiesce in a territorial or commercial 
gain by its rival without adequate compensation.
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The growing criticism of the government was not, however, solely due to the treaty, but was an expression of 
broad-based disillusion with the general mismanagement of the country, and of economic and other grievances.
The end of the war had brought little or no respite from endemic shortages, lawlessness in the countryside, and 
large-scale official corruption.  
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By April 1920, Shaikh Muhammad Khiyabani and his Democrats were in control of Tabriz and much of 
Azarbaijan, renamed Azadistan. A patriot and man of wide learning, Khiyabani found it impossible to accept the 
legitimacy of Vusuq's government, apparently bent upon sacrificing the country to the British.  
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The same was true of Mirza Kuchik Khan in Gilan, of whom one historian has written: "A Shi'ite Muslim and an 
unyielding patriot, Kuchik was an indefatigable fighter and an incorruptible leader whose sole ambition was to rid 
the country of foreign imperial domination and domestic administrative corruption." Another has described him as 
"deeply religious and a thorough-going Iranian nationalist'. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 

«Medieval Ages and Crusaders»

Medieval Ages

The Middle Ages lasted approximately 900 years. It began around 500 AD and lasted until 1400 AD. Historians
disagree on the exact year the Middle Ages began. Some say that it started when the barbarian Odoacer overthrew 
Emperor Romulus Augustulus in the year 476 AD. Others feel the Middle Ages began in 410 AD when Alaric sacked Rome.  
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Still others say it was later. Likewise historians disagree with when the Middle Ages ended. Some say it ended with 
the fall of Constantinople in 1453. Others say with the discovery of America in 1492. Still others say the Middle 
Ages ended with the beginning of the Reformation in 1517.  
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Life in the Middle Ages 
What was life really like in the Middle Ages? The life of all the classes was dominated by the feudal system - feudalism. 
What was Village life like during the middle ages? Life in a manor and the Lord of the Manor during the Middle Ages. 
Feudalism was based on the exchange of land for military service. King William the Conqueror used the concept of 
feudalism to reward his Norman supporters for their help in the conquest of England. Life lived under the Medieval 
Feudal System, or Feudalism, demanded that everyone owed allegiance to the King and their immediate superior. 
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The jobs and occupations dictated the quality of life during the Middle Ages and the medicine, entertainment and 
guilds of the Middle ages. Life in the Middle Ages also include an entertainment section providing the history, 
facts and information about the sports and games played during the time of Middle Ages. 

bc���a� � �6 � 	��/�� >	��"+� W���$ � 	/�(� E�]�� 	
�� ��� ��� "� �60���    C�;�Y� +" 	
;�� ��;�  	;�     	
;�� ��;� "� 	/�;(� .��;�
	��/�� de# b��� C�%fD6 	��"�� b��� �� ��`�"� !"�#"� 	��g��+ � )���� >F���# � �6	� 	��6	� +�G+ 	
�� ��� ��� "� �� ��.�(��  



  
155����� ���	� 
���  ��� ���� 
������� ���� �������� 

  

CHAPTER FOURTEEN  
»Reading Comprehension«  
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Heart attack might happen because the amount of blood the muscles need is very low. This is commonly caused by a 
blood, clot blocking an artery in the heart. Heart attacks can be mild or very severe. If you see somebody who has a 
pain in his chest, call for medical help immediately, because he may have a heart attack, especially if he smokes a lot. 
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