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CHAPTER ONE

«Achaemenids»

‘ Achaemenids

Of the origins of Cyrus the Great, the founder of the Achaemenid empire, many stories were told; but from the
documentary evidence it now seems certain that he came of a royal line. He was king of what the Babylonians
called Ansan (a region that had long previously been up-country from Susa) and proclaimed himself son of
Cambyses, grandson of Cyrus, descendant of Teispes, and an Achaemenid. Since the Achaemenids belonged to the
Pasargadae clan of the Persians according to Herodotus and Cyrus was evidently king of the Persians, it is natural
to suppose that his ancestral rule was in Parsa (Persis) itself.
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Darius I, who became the King after the death of Cyrus' sons, claimed in the Behistun inscription that his own
ancestry was Hystaspes (Vistaspa) - Arsames (Arsama) - Ariaramnes (Ariyaramna) -Teispes (Cispis) - Achaemenes
(Hakhamanis); by implication he claims that from Arsames backwards all were kings, and support for thisis found
in two gold tablets from Agbatana in the Old Persian script purporting to be prayers inscribed by Arsames and
Ariaramnes, in which both are styled "Great King, King of Kings, King in Parsa’. On this evidence it has been
assumed that after Teispes there were for a generation and more two Achaemenid reigning houses, the one (that of
Cyrus) in Ansan, the other (Darius ancestors) to the northeast.
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The documents showed how little most Greeks and Persians even now understood each other's societies. The
Greeks, having turned and charged back again through another Asian corps, which fled before they got near them,
felt that all they needed was a candidate for the throne. Finding that Cyrus was dead, they offered it to Ariaios; but
he laughed at them, saying that he was not of nearly high enough nobility to be tolerated.
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The Cyrus cylinder tells us of the restoration of the
derelict city and of its sanctuaries, of areturn of the gods
to their ancient enclosures both in Babylon and elsewhere
and of the re-ingtitution of the New Year festival, for
Marduk in his mercy had granted forgiveness on account
of the probity and right conduct of the new prince,

Cyrus, who respected the ways of the gods of the country. Fig 1. Cylinder Cyrus
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Generally speaking, the cuneiform evidence of Achaemenian rule not only confirms the sequence of Persian rulers
as known from Old Persian inscriptions and from Greek writers, but adds important chronological refinements not
provided by other sources. Its contexts are usually strictly factual or historiographic.
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A year later, while Darius was in Media, rebellion broke out again in Babylon; a certain Araha (Old Persian:
Arakha, Elamite: Harakka) whom the Behistun inscription, identifies as an Armenian (the son of Haldita) in his

turn assumed the name Nebuchadnezzar (1V). He was recognized as king mainly in Uruk but also in Sippar,
Babylon, and Borsippa for |ess than three months until his capture by Persian forces under Vindafarnain 521 B.C.
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The encounter between the Achaemenian empire and Babylonia seems to have left a surprisingly insignificant

impact on the latter. Much of this impression is patently caused by the inherent sterility of the extant writings and
the scarcity of the ar chaeological evidence.
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twice again the slowly disintegrating Mesopotamian civilization was to suffer foreign domination after the defeat
of the last Achaemenian king. First came the traumatic impact of the invasion by Alexander the Great, which was
followed by the overwhelming surge of the Hellenistic civilization engulfing not only Mesopotamia but al of
Western Asia. Then followed a second tide from Iran, which produced the Parthian Arsacid rule enduring for at
least as long as the Achaemenian, to be followed by that of the Persian Sasanian dynasty.
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The act of worship was considered necessary both for men and for the gods. Not only were individual and communal
benefits, both material and spiritual, thought to be obtained through worship, but worship strengthened the gods to
perform their own positive functions as well as keep in check the evil forces a work in the world. There is even a
measure of petulant jealousy which the gods are shown to express because of insufficient attention to their cults.
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According to the official story, the Achaemenid or Persian Empire was founded by Cyrus the Great, who
became king of Persis in 559 BCE and defeated his overlord Astyages of Media in 550. The size of the

Median empire is not exactly known, but it seems to have included Cappadocia and Armenia in the west and

Parthia, Aria and Hyrcania in the east.
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Cyrus added Lydia (perhaps in 547, but probably later), Bactria and Sogdia, campaigned in India, and captured
the city of Babylon in 539. His capital was Pasargadae, built on the site where he had defeated Astyages. In 530,
Cyruswas killed during a campaign against the Massagetae, a Scythian tribe.
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Based on Babylonian economic tablets, Darius passed away in 485 BC. Immediately, the tablets were dated by the
regal year of Xerxes, who previously occupied the role of the viceroy of Babylon. The same economic tablets

portray a picture of a prosperous country with the lowest interest rates during the one and a half centuries that had
passed from the golden days of Nebuchadnezzar |I.
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Thetransfer of power from Darius to Xerxes was largely peaceful and calm. We know that although Darius died in

Persepalis, the official accession ceremonies of Xerxes were conducted at the Apadana palace of Susa, and that
city became the de facto capital of the Achaemenid Empire during the reign of Xerxes.
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Other than asmall rebellion in the Satrapi of Bactria, led by Xerxes' older brother Ariamenes, we have no report of
any further uprisings against the new emperor. The Bactrian rebellion was peacefully suppressed when Xerxes
bought loyalty of his brother by offering the governance of Bactria and Sogdiana, as well as the supreme
command of the royal navy.
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Xerxes policies generally followed that of his father Darius and his reforms. With the establishment of new
satrapies, Xerxes would follow the same pattern of appointing a mixed government of local and Persian rulers and
to grant local independence to the rulers.
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However, in his religious policies, Xerxes greatly differed from Darius. Darius was a strict follower of
Zoroastrianism and constantly reminds us of the will and favour of Ahuramazda behind his every action.
However, we have no evidence that Darius ever tried to force his beliefs on the people of his empire, and he is
generally considered a generous ruler in the matters of religious freedom.
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On the other hand, Xerxes, in one of hisinscriptions, tellsus*... and in one of these countries, there places where false
gods were worshipped. Afterward, with the favour of Ahuramazda, | destroyed the sanctuaries of the demons and |
declared that demons should not be worshipped. Where before demons were worshipped, | worshipped Ahuramazda...”.
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Persepolis
Persepolis (Old Persian Parsa, modern Takht-e- Jamshid) is Greek name of one of the capitals of the ancient

Achaemenid empire, founded by the great king Darius (522-486 BCE). There were severa satellite sites, like
Nags-i Rustam and Takht-e Rostam.
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Fig 2. Takhte jamshid
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There are some indications that the site of Persepolis was aready a government's center under Cyrus the Great
(559-530) and his son Cambyses |1 (530-522), but there are no archaeological traces of this older phase.
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However this may be, it seems as if Darius 'invented' Persepolis as the splendid seat of the government of the
Achaemenid Empire and as its center for receptions and festivals. The wealth of Persia was to be visible in every
aspect of its construction. Persepolis was a showcase.
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The first building phase may have lasted from 518 to 490. Darius men leveled the ground and created a terrace of
450x300 meter, on which stood alarge building (the 'treasury' in the south-east) and an audience hall.
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In the treasury, the booty of the conquered tribes and states and the annual tribute sent by the king's
loyal subjects on the occasion of the New Year's festival, were stored. Many people were employed to

keep the gold and silver shining: from the Fortification tablets, it is known that in 467 BCE, no less than
1348 people were employed in the treasury.
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The square audience hall, which was at the heart of the terrace, is usually called the Apadana. Its eastern
stairs are famous for its representation of the people of the empire (The decoration of the northern stairs,
which is roughly similar, is of lesser quality).
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The hall could contain hundreds, probably thousands, of people at the same time. It was the largest and probably
the most beautiful of the buildings at Persepolis. The seventy-two columns which supported the roof were twenty-
five meters high (thirteen can still be seen).
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The founding inscription reads. Darius the great king, king of kings, king of countries, son of Hystaspes, an
Achaemenian, built this palace. During this first building phase, a complex system of water channels and
drainage was cut into the rocky terrace.
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CHAPTER THREE

«Parthians»

There was a district named Partukka or Partakka which was known to the Assyrians as early as the seventh century
B.C., and it may have formed a part of Media. Media was conquered by Cyrus (Kurush) the Great, founder of the
Achaemenid empire. The Achaemenids ruled Iran from 550 B.C. to 330 B.C. and their authority extended from the
Danube river to the Indus river at its zenith. Under the Achaemenids, there was a satrapy named Parthava, probably
gained by conquest between 546 and 539 B.C. during Cyrus the Great's campaign south and east of the Caspian Sea.
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At that time the satrapy included Hyrcania, which lay between the Elburz mountains and the Caspian Sea. Parthava
revolted in 521 B.C., but was subdued and probably remained united with Hyrcania at the death of Darius. Later it was
apparently separated from Hyrcania and then joined with Chorasmia. In the army of Xerxes, there was a contingent of
Parthians under the command of a certain Artabazus son of Pharnaces, probably the satrap of Parthia.

g 9 098 o Lol 0035 ()5 0. OV 50 g3 09 oad &Bly ()55l (sbyo g 5l (sloogS (s 45w oo LilS e Julis ol il ol ST T 50
i) 3 el oo Jrate Lasjlgs 4 g oa T LlS 51 ol sle ol Ty Thalls waile 3L LSS 1am b sbosl 3 (on o S pe ole b Yot

ils 397 Sl il Yozl o sliyh g g VT (Bl o 3 ol ol e 09,5 S L uLes
Among the Parthians killed in Xerxes Greek campaign was acavalry leader named Arsaces. Thelagt ruler of the Achaemenid
line was Darius Il who was defeated by Alexander the Great. The Parthians fought on the Sde of the Achaemenids agangt
Alexander a Arbdaand Darius satrap of Parthia, Phratgphernes, surrendered to Alexander in Hyrcania
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After defeat by Alexander, Amminapses, a Parthian from Egypt, was made Alexander's satrap of Parthia, which
had been joined with Hyrcania. In 318 B.C. Pithon, satrap of Media, seized Parthia and installed his brother
Eudamus. But other satraps became alarmed and united under Peucestas of Persisto drive Pithon back to Media
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After 316 B.C. the province was apparently joined to Bactria under the command of Stasanor. But after nearly a century
of Macedonian Greek rule by Alexander and his Seleucid successors, the nearly continuous war with Egypt weskened
the Sdleucidsto the point that Diodotus of Bactriarevolted and declared himself king circa 253 B.C.
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The origins of the Parthian people are clouded. Strabo says the first Arsaces was a Scythian man with the
semi-nomadic Parni tribe, a part of the Dahi, nomads who lived along the Ochus (lower Oxus) River, who
invaded and conquered Parthia. Strabo also mentions those who claim Arsaces was a Bactrian who escaped
from Diodotus after afailed revolt.
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Justin agrees Arsaces was a Scythian. Frye's analysisis that we can believe the Parni origins, but it was more likely a
migration than an invasion that brought them, and Arsaces, to Parthia. These people would not be known as Parthians

until they moved southward into the Persian province of Parthava sometime before 250 B.C. Achaemenian and early
Greek references to "Parthians' refer to earlier inhabitants of Parthava, not the Arsacid Parthians.
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The Parthians took encouragement from Diodotus success and in 247 B.C. rose against Andragoras, satrap of Parthiafor

AntichusI1. Thisdate is fixed by a double-dated tablet discovered by George Smith. The revolt was led by the brothers
Arsaces and Tiridates. Arsaces became king and his name the honorific used by all subsequent Parthian kings.
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During the second century B.C., the Parthians were able to extend their rule to Bactria, Babylonia, Susiana, and
Media, and under Mithradates Il, Parthian conquests stretched from Armenia to India. After the victories of
Mithradates |1, the Parthians began to claim descent from both the Greeks and the Achaemenids. They spoke a

language similar to that of the Achaemenids, used the Pahlavi script, and established an administrative system
based on Achaemenid precedents.
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‘ Parthian " Dark Age" c. 95- 57 B.C.

The most confused period of Parthian history is from the late years in the reign of Mithradates Il (ended c. 88
B.C.) to the establishment of the sole rule of Orodes Il ¢. 57 B.C. While Mithradates 11 was still in power, we
have coins from Gotarzes | and Orodes |.
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And during the period immediately following the reign of Mithradates 11, we see overlapping coinages of Orodes |, an

Unknown King (1) c. 80 B.C., another Unknown King (I1), Sinatruces, and Darius of Media Atropatene. Phraates Il|
appears to have consolidated contral in the years around and following 70 B.C., and Orodes 11 took firm control ¢. 57 B.C.
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‘ Roman Contact

In 53 B.C. Crassus and over 40,000 Roman troops were annihilated by the Parthian forces of Orodes Il and the
peoples from the Mediterranean to the Indus understood the strength of Parthia. But by 40 B.C. even Rome had to
acknowledge a Parthia whose forces had struck directly into the heart of the Roman East and captured the
provinces of Pamphylia, Cilicia, and Syria; even as far south as Petra, Parthia's word was law.
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For two years this vast area, so vital to Roman interests, was under Parthian occupation. The tug of war with Rome
on the western border of Parthia continued almost without cease while Parthia had to constantly see to other
threats from the north and east. The western border between Rome's dominions and Parthia gradually stabilized
on the banks of the Euphrates, but war was always a threat and though major campaigns by the Romans were seen
in A.D. 116, 161, 195, 217 and 232, Parthiawas never conquer ed.
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‘ Decline

The Parthian landed nobility gained power and influence due to their military power and increasing rights over the
land and its peasants. As these grew, they were sufficient to alow the nobles to resist then defy the king, refusing
to pay levies and failing to answer the call to armsthat had been Parthia's source of power.
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Concurrently, the royal Arsacids fell to internal disagreements over succession which often ended in murder and
a continued slide in their power. The resulting disorganization and fragmentation of the empire made way for
successful Roman incursions into Parthian territories where rich commercial centers and roya treasuries were

plundered, and territories lost to invaders. Petty kings rose to fill the power void; this power redistribution
culminated in a direct attempts to overthrow the monar chy.
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:{ End of Empire

L B

In A.D. 224, Ardashir, Parthian governor in the Achaemenid home province of Persis (Fars), overthrew Artabanus IV
and established the Sasanid dynasty. The last Parthian king, Vologases V1, issued hislast dated coinin A.D. 228.
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‘ Definitions
Administrative: Of or relating to the running of a business, organization, etc.
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Aramic: Aramaic is a Semitic language belonging to the Afroasiatic language family. Within this family, Aramaic

belongs to the Semitic subfamily, and more specificaly, is a part of the Northwest Semitic group of languages,
which aso includes Canaanite languages such as Hebrew and Phoenician.
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Betray: Bedisoyal to. (S loldy pac 18,8 cilis
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Cavalry: Soldiers who fought on horseback. DKz o ol (9, 4 S5k o ol 0 ylgm
Coinages: The action or process of producing coins from metal. S5l e gy Wil B L e 148w © g

Column: An upright pillar, typically cylindrical and made of stone or concrete, supporting an entablature, arch, or
other structure or standing alone as a monument.
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Conquer: Overcome and take control of (a place or people) by use of military force.
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Dark age: The Dark Agesisaterm referring to the perceived period of cultural and economic decline and disruption.
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Dominion: Theterritory of asovereign or government. oS b olioly SO (59 ,0l8 19 podB
Egypt: A country in northeastern Africa, on the Mediterranean Sea.  .«il,uue by LS o i 3T 5,8 Jlad 10 (5,948 2 pucno
Gypsum Gypsum is avery soft mineral composed of calcium sulfate dehydrate.
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Hercules: A hero of superhuman strength and courage who performed twelve immense tasks imposed on him and
who after death was ranked among the gods.
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Invasion: invading acountry or region with an armed force. s (6950 b dilaio b ,oiS S 4y 30,5 ales 130 g cSU
Monarchy: A form of government with a monarch at the head. oly o ol S5 393 b CuogSi> (slaisS 1 iidabaw
Mortar: A mixture of lime with cement, sand, and water, used in building to bond bricks or stones.
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Peasant: A farmer who owns or rents a small piece of land for cultivation.
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Raze: Completely destroy. oS o y55 109058 oyl g
Revolt: An uprising or rebellion against the established ruler or law. .ss>ge (55 b oS> ade lab b (5,6 1098 55 <M
Sculpture: The art of making two- or three-dimensional representative or abstract forms.
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Seleucid: Relating to a dynasty ruling over Syria and a great part of western Asia from 311 to 65 bc. Its capital
wasat ANtioCh.  .sg (oeus! o] coxul 0,8 CasSo Lol )t 5l (S Lidu g dygm o083 50 B YN 51 as ol aluds ) bgs o 2 Sokaw
Shrine: aplace of worship hallowed by association with some sacred thing or person.
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Statue: A carved or cast figure of a person or animal, esp. onethat islife-size or larger.
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Statuette: A small statue or figurine, esp. one that is smaller than life-size.
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Successor: A person or thing that succeeds another. Dy oe 108z owiile a5 G b 8,8 il
Sun god: agod that personifies the sun or is otherwise associated with the sun.
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Surrender: when soldier s, nations or other combatants stop fighting and eventually become prisoners of war.
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Threat: The possibility of trouble, danger, or ruin. Sl bl (e e iy agd
Tower: A tall narrow building. S, ol el iz g
Treasury: A store or collection of valuable or delightful things. Ado b 53, b slesl acgame b LSl i g ,ls &35
Vault: roof in the form of an arch or a series of arches. Lol lacgome b lo SO K& 4 hiw 1l

Victory: An act of defeating an enemy or opponent in a battle, game, or other competition.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

«Thellkhanate»

‘ Thellkhanate

The Ilkhanate was a Mongol khanate established in Persia in the 13th century, considered a part of the Mongol
Empire. The Ilkhanate was based, originally, on Genghis Khan's campaigns in the Khwarezmid Empire in 1219—
1224, and founded by Genghis's grandson, Hulagu, in what territories which today comprise most of Iran, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkey, and western Pakistan.
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The Ilkhanate initially embraced many religions, but was particularly sympathetic to Buddhism and Christianity.
Later Ilkhanate rulers, beginning with Ghazan in 1295, embraced Islam.The Mongol invasions of the Islamic world
began in 1221 with the conquest of eastern Iran. A more devastating wave of conquest, however, came with
Genghis Khan's grandson Hiilegii, when Mongol forces subjugated all of Iran and by 1258 had also taken Baghdad,
thus bringing to an end the Abbasid caliphate (750-1258).
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Establishing rule over most of West Asia, including Iraq, Iran, Khorasan, the Caucasus, and parts of Asia Minor, Hiilegii
(r. 1256-65) assumed the title of "II-Khan," meaning lesser Khan, subordinate to the Great Khan ruling in China. This
branch of the Mongol dynasty, which became known as the Ilkhanids (1256—1353), centered its power in northwest Iran.
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‘ Changiz-khan's Attack

The during the envoys’ first interview with Chingiz- Khan the Chin Emperor’s son and prime minister were
brought in bound in chains, no doubt with an eye to the effect of this spectacle upon the ambassadors. The latter
were, however, favourably received, and in a second interview Chingiz-Khan charged them to inform the sultan
that he regarded him as the ruler of the West, as he himself was ruler of the East. There should be a treaty of peace
and friendship between them, and merchants should be free to travel to and fro between their territories.
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Whatever the truth about the initial embassy to or from Chingiz-Khan, the sources are all in broad agreement about
the massacre at Utrar. In that town, on Muhammad's eastern frontier, there arrived at some time in 1218 a caravan

of merchants, four hundred and fifty in number according to Juvaini, a figure which tallies with the five hundred
camels which, in Juzjani's account, were required for the transport of their wares.
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The sight of all these riches excited the cupidity of the governor, a relation of the sultan called Inalchuq, who had
been accorded the title of Qayir-Khan. He placed the whole party under arrest and dispatched a messenger to

Muhammad, who according to Juvaini was still in Western Persia, to seek his instructions, alleging that the
merchants were really spies in the service of the Mongols.
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Whether the sultan believed this allegation or whether, like Inalchuq, he was activated solely by motives of greed,
he authorized or at any rate connived at the execution of several hundred fellow-Muslims, many of whom must

have been his own subjects. News of this bloodbath was brought to Chingiz-Khan by a member of the party who
had contrived to make his escape.
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Controlling his anger the Mongol conqueror made a last attempt to obtain satisfaction by diplomatic means. A
Muslim, formerly in the service of Sultan Tekish, was dispatched with two Mongols as companions to protest
against Inalchuq’s action and demand the surrender of his person. Far from acceding to this request the sultan
ordered all three envoys to be put to death, a wanton breach of international law which rendered the Mongols'
invasion of his territories inevitable.
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Sultan Muhammad was in Samarqand when he learnt of the Merkit's approach to the Qipchaq country. He at once
set out to attack them, but upon reaching Jand received the news that the Mongols were close at their heels.
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The Mongols then withdrew under cover of darkness after first kindling fires to conceal their intention; and the sultan

entered their camp the next morning only to find it deserted. He returned to Samarqand in a state of panic, the effect
of this first encounter with the Mongols being such that he never again ventured to meet them in the open field.
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Even now the ordeal of Marv was not yet over. When the Mongols withdrew those who had escaped death by
concealing themselves in holes and cavities emerged from their hiding places. They amounted in all to some five
thousand people. A detachment of Mongols, part of the rearguard, now arrived before the town. Wishing to have
their share of the slaughter they called upon these unfortunate wretches to come out into the open country, each

carrying a skirtful of grain. And having them thus at their mercy they massacred these last feeble remnants of
one of the greatest cities of Islam.
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The sober and careful Ibn al-Athir, a contemporary of these events, puts the number of the slain at the enormous
figure of 700,000. Juvaini gives an even higher figure. He tells how the sayyid 'Izz al-Din Nassaba "together with
some other persons passed thirteen days and nights in counting the people slain within the town. Taking into
account only those that were plain to see and leaving aside those that had been killed in holes and cavities and in
the villages and deserts, they arrived at a figure of more than one million, three hundred thousand.
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‘ Jalal al -Din

Jalal al-Din had accompanied his father in his flight across Persia and had been present at his deathbed on the
island in the Caspian. Together with his brothers Uzlag-Sultan, the heir-presumptive of Sultan Muhammad (though,
according to Nasawl, the sultan, shortly before his death, had altered his will in favour of Jalal al-Din) and Ag-
Sultan he then left the island and landing on the Manq'ishlag Peninsula made for Gurganj, his father's capital,
which he reached some little time before its investment by the Mongols.
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The discovery of a plot against his life (in which his brother Uzlag-Sultan seems to have been involved) prompted
him to quit the capital almost immediately and make for the territories formerly allotted to him by his father and
corresponding more or less to the modern Afghanistan. Crossing the Qara Qum desert accompanied by only three
hundred horses he broke through the cordon established by the Mongols along the northern frontiers of Khurasan
and succeeded in reaching Nishapur.
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His brothers, Uzlag-Sultan and Agq-Sultan, who followed the same route shortly afterwards, were less
fortunate. They were killed in battle or captured in flight and their severed heads were paraded on the end of
lances to strike terror into the population. As for Jalal al-Din, he remained in Nishapur only for a day or two
before departing en route Ghazna.
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At Maragheh, which he found still in ruins as the result of the Mongol Invasion, Jalal al-Din received the news that
Yaghan Taisi, the maternal uncle and atabeg of his brother Ghiyath al-Din, had set out from Azarbaijan with the
intention of seizing the town and region of Hamadan.
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After his nephew's discomfiture at Ray, Yaghan Taisi had entered Oz-Beg's territory either as his ally against the
sultan, as Nasawi would have us believe, or more probably, as Ibn al-Athir's more detailed account implies, as a
freebooter pure and simple. After ravaging a great area of Azarbaijan he passed the winter of 1224-5 on the
seacoast of Arran, presumably in the Mughan Steppe, so favoured in later times by the I1-Khans.
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Recrossing Azarbaijan en route for Hamadan he had pillaged the unhappy country for a second time. His advance

on Hamadan was due to the instigation of the caliph, who had offered him the town and region as an iqgta,
presumably as an act of reprisal for the sultan's invasion of his own territory.
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CHAPTER TEN
«Afsharieh and Zandieh»

‘ Before Afsharieh

Iranian exiles in India, when they wrote about Nadir's antecedents, tended to exalt them. They were writing under
Indian patrons in the land which had witnessed Nadir's humiliation of the Mughul Emperor Muhammad Shah, and
they were compatriots of Iranians who had been ruled by a self-made Shah.
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A writer like Muhammad Shafi Tihrani in his Nadir Nama awards Nadir the dignity of being the son of an Afsharid
Sardar, one of the high officers of the "Sultan" of Abivard. James Fraser, whose sources were for the most part
Indian, also gives Nadir a father of rank in the Afshar community. Lockhart considers Nadir's birth not of the
quality for its having taken place in a "castle" to be plausible. It is improbable that the gal’a at Dastgird was
anything of the order of a castle. It was probably simply atower, or afarmyard with walls and bastions.
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Determined appropriately to herald Nadir's birth, Kazim describes Imam Quli's twice-witnessed dream, which his
brother Begtash also saw. Kazim makes Imam Quli, such a vague entity in other sources, strikingly real. The
shepherd puts on his posteen to go out and watch the sheep in the winter pastures. Out for three days and nights, he
indulgesin prayer and meditation, exercises to which he was apparently prone.
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On the night of 23 Ramazan, in 1087 (9 November 1676) he has a dream, repeated the next night. He sees a sun
whose radiance covers the whole earth. It sets in the district of Khabushan. He thinks that if he told them of this
vision people would take him for mad, but when he found that his brother had had the same dream about him, the

two men were emboldened to seek an interpretation from a *“ poor village mulla’. The mulla gave them the obvious
interpretation, even to the world-conquer or’s death near Khabushan.
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Mahdi Khan says that the first wife died after five years. Nadir married her sister, by whom he had two sons, one
later named Nasr-Allah, the other Imam Quli. Malik Mahmud entered Khurasan at a time when men apprehensive
of Nadir's growing power could exploit his presence. The two men could be played off against each other, but this
was agame Malik Mahmud could play too.
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‘ The Nader campaign

When Nadir heard that Malik Mahmud contemplated assuming the status of a crowned king and was about to send
a force against Abivard, he made a raid on the suburbs of Mashhad to contain Mahmud's forces in their base.
Nadir's small but highly mobile force of twelve hundred young troopers met stiff resistance from Mahmud in a
two-day encounter, but Nadir's mobility and his men's courage in hand-to-hand fighting prevented Mahmud's
well-ordered force from destroying him. He escaped with enough booty to invite repetition of such a raid on
Mashhad's outlying districts.
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Nadir's second Herat campaign lasted from March 1731 nearly to the end of the following February. He sent
Allahyar Khan, whose failure to conciliate rivals had precipitated his fall, to exile in Multan. Sixty thousand other

Abdalis were transplanted to Mashhad, Nishapur and Damghan. Nadir was already building up an Afghan
counter poise to other elementsin the array of heterogeneous forces he was assembling.
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The siege of Qandahar lasted long enough to prove that sieges were never Nadir's happiest military experiences. At
Ganja he had only succeeded with the help of Russian engineers disguised as Iranians. Qandahar again showed
what mud walls and bastions were capable of withstanding when assaulted by an army deficient in engineering

techniques. The city did not succumb until March 1738. Husain of Qandahar was sent with his people to
Mazandaran. His city was left deserted, to make way for a new one of Nadir’s own creation, Nadirabad.
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Paramount rulersin Iran try to ensure that states bordering it do not become scenes of disorder and sanctuaries for
malcontents who might threaten Iran's security. Nadir's style of addressing himself to Muhammad Shah reveals
that he saw the issue in these terms; or at least wished the Indians to think he did.
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The campaign was made to seem as if it were undertaken because of Delhi's inability to keep its own affairs in
order; the manner in which Nadir was received by the notablesin Ghazna and Kabul probably lent credence to this
view. The Mughul officials ran away, but local dignitaries, who could not escape so easily from their homes,
welcomed Nadir. They included members of the commercial classes.
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Nadir no doubt promised more efficacious government than distant Delhi could offer. When the conquest had been
completed, the conqueror would be entitled to recompense for his trouble. Nadir seems to have adhered to this
opinion throughout his dealings with the Mughul Emperor. Never more so than when, with due pomp, he
reinstated that unfortunate man, who as a descendant of Timur he claimed as a kinsman, after his own refusal of
the throne. This act was Nadir's|ast before he left Delhi, a city which he had rigorously despoiled.
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In the meanwhile Ali Quli Khan, the son of Nadir's brother, Ibrahim, and the favoured nephew, had been sent
to Khwarazm, where the Yamut Turkmens had taken advantage of the collapse of Nadir's arrangements, to
raid the Khivan oasis. Ali Quli had driven them off, but in their flight they had simply been forced to return to
the region of Astarabad. Nadir enlisted alegion of their best young men in his own bodyguard and had others
punished for their bad behaviour.
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He reached Isfahan and in February 1746 returned to Mashhad. In the spring season he made a short visit to Kalat
where he inspected the cash and jewels he had stored there. Then he went back to Azarbaljan and at Sauj Bulagh
met the Ottoman envoy, Nazif Effendi, to discuss peace. The preliminaries were followed by an exchange of gifts.
Nadir's gift to the Sultan included a dancing elephant from India.
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At first Nadir won gratitude among many for appearing to have restored the Safavid state and cleared Iran of
invader s. Gratitude turned into dismay when he tried to obfuscate the religious differences on which Iran's identity
had come to rest, and when his "Timurid" ambitions and consequent craving for conquest blinded him to the
country's need for peace and stability. Shaikh Hazin describes an economy already ruined at the very time when
Nadir extended hisinternal conquest of the usur ping Afghans into a programme of costly foreign expeditions.
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Muhammad Tagi Khan Shirazi quarrelled with Nadir's kinsman, Kalb Ali Khan, when the latter had been sent to
collect Nadir's share of the commerce of the Persian Gulf and, in particular, of the Bahrain pearl fisheries. Profits
were accruing which Tagi Khan had no desire to relinquish. It was under his patron’s aegis that Tagi Khan enjoyed
control over the southern seaboard's economy.
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After the Indian expedition, in spite of the searching of the baggage of the returning troops, coins and precious
objects must have found their way into private hoards. The revolts against Nadir were due to other factors besides
disenchantment with him. Notably, those least vulnerable to attack from Centra Asia or Asia Minor wanted to
conserve their gains on a regional basis. Nadir's awareness of this may explain the route he chose for his last
journey from Isfahan to Mashhad.
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It may explain his ruthless revenue demands on the southeastern cities of Y azd and Kirman. Various parts of Iran
refused to repeat sacrifices for whatever schemes Nadir might have had for the safety and well-being of the
whole. His crown lacked the legitimacy to which an appeal might have elicited extremes of sacrifice further to
those he had already been able to compel.
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