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SURVEY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AND LITERARY TERMS 

 1- The following sixteenth century 'events' appeared in the correct chronological order in …………. 

1) Elizabeth I excommunicated by Pope Pius V  Globe Theater opens  Drake's circumnavigation of 

the globe 

2) Globe Theater opens  Drake's circumnavigation of the globe   Elizabeth I excommunicated by Pope 

Pius V 

3) Globe Theater opens   Elizabeth I excommunicated by Pope Pius V  Drake's circumnavigation of the globe 

4) Elizabeth I excommunicated by Pope Pius V  Drake's circumnavigation of the globe   Globe Theater opens 

 2- Christopher Marlowe's Hero and Leander (1598) ............. 

1) is the finest sixteenth-century example of a verse epistle, a verse dialogue on the purpose of writing 

poetry; 'Hero', as one of the writers of the epistle prophetically imagines a time in which the English language, 

seemingly so marginal, will be spoken in the New World, the 'yet unformed Occident' 

2) develops an intense but highly unconventional anatomy of love: in the section  beginning with 'Fly, fly, 

my friends, I have my death-wound, fly', the poet , in the role of 'Hero', protests that he uses no standard 

conventional phrases, that his verse is original and comes from his heart 

3) derives its story from a version by the Alexandrian poet Musaeus (fifth century C.E.), but in its blend of 

poignancy and irony it is closer to that of the Roman poet Ovid, who refers to it in one of his Elegies, which 

Marlowe translated 

4) is a long sequence of sonnets dedicated to Mary, Queen of Scots, which recounts an unusually happy and 

successful love — it rehearses some of the conventional motifs of frustration and longing, but, as a cycle of 

polished eloquent poems, it leads toward joyous possession 

 3- Ben Jonson's Volpone (produced 1605-1606) combines elements from the following 

sources EXCEPT …………. 

1) the story-telling frame borrowed from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales, such as when the crafty antihero 

Reynard the fox tells a story in order to catch greedy birds 

2) in some scenes, such as that in which Volpone disguised as a mountebank woos Celia at her window, and 

is drawn from the Italian commedia dell'arte 

3) the classical satirist Lucian who provided the theme of the rich old man playing with moneygrubbing 

scoundrels who hope to inherit his wealth 

4) Roman comedy which provided prototypes for some characters: the wily parasite, the unscrupulous 

lawyer, the avaricious dotard, the voluble woman  

 4- All of the following about Aemilia Lanyer's 'The Description of Cookham’ (1611) (opening 

‘Farewell, sweet Cookham, where I first obtained / Grace from that grace where perfect grace 

remained') are correct EXCEPT that it …………. 

1) is based on a familiar classical topic, the 'farewell to a place’, which had its most famous development 

in Virgil's Eclogue 

2) follows the contemporary vogue for description of rural country-houses initially sparked by Fulke 

Greville, Lord Brooke's pastoral poems on homes in the Scottish country-side 

3) makes extensive use of the common pastoral motif of nature's active sympathy with and response to 

human emotion—which later came to be called the 'pathetic fallacy' 

4) was written in honour of Margaret Clifford, Countess of Cumberland, and celebrates a royal estate leased 

to her brother, at which the countess occasionally resided 
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 زبان و ادبیات انگلیسی پاسخنامه  

، 10و  11هاي ادبی )ادبیات قرن ، فنون و صناعات، نقد ادبی، داستان بلند، دوره6و  1مجموعه دروس تخصصی )سیري بر تاريخ ادبیات انگلیسی 

 شناخت ادبیات، شعر معاصر انگلیسی(

1- Choice "4" 

On 25 February 1570 the Regnans in Excelsis (reigning on high) was issued by Pope Pius V declaring Elizabeth to 

be a heretic and releasing all of her subjects from any allegiance to her and excommunicating any that obeyed her 

orders. 

The Circumnavigation 1577-1580: In the Golden Hind, Sir Francis Drake's most famous ship, he became the first 

Englishman to circumnavigate the globe, on an epic expedition of discovery and adventure. 

Globe theatre: the original Globe was an Elizabethan theatre which opened in autumn 1599 in Southwark, on the 

south bank of the Thames, in an area now known as Bankside. 

 
 

2- Choice "3" 

Marlowe's mythological-erotic poem, Hero and Leander, cannot be dated precisely. Hero and Leander is a free and 

original treatment of a classic tale of two tragic lovers. The story had been told by the 5th-century Alexandrian poet 

Musaeus. Marlowe's poem, however, is in the manner of Ovid, who had told the story in two epistles of his 

heroides and who refers to it in one of his elegies that Marlowe translated.  

 
 

3- Choice "1" 

The play makes use of many traditional elements. Surely the medieval legend of Reynard the fox contributed to the 

pervasive animal imagery. Volpone combines elements from several sources. The classical satirist Lucian provided 

the theme of the rich old man playing with moneygrubbing scoundrels who hope to inherit his wealth. Roman 

comedy provided prototypes for some characters: the wily parasite, the unscrupulous lawyer, the avaricious dotard, 

the voluble woman. Some scenes, such as that in which Volpone disguised as a mountebank woos Celia at her 

window, are drawn from the Italian commedia dell'arte.   

 
 

4- Choice "2" 

Amelia lanyer's "The Descriptions of Cooke-Ham" is a country-house poem celebrating the patronage of 

Margaret Clifford, countess of Cumberland, and her daughter Anne: a very early example of the genre, the poem 

may pre-date Jonson's 'to Penshurst'. “The Description of Cookham” draws on multiple poetic traditions. Its elegiac 

tone imbues this farewell to the estate with a mournful sense of loss; the estate loses the Countess, and the speaker 

loses them both. Cookham is portrayed as Edenic, a perfect haven of nature that reflects God’s beauty but is now 

lost. The poem also addresses the classical topic of “farewell to a place,” most famously evident in Virgil’s Eclogue 

1. The pastoral tradition of the “pathetic fallacy” is evident throughout the poem as nature actively responds to and 

often sympathizes with human emotion. 

 
 

5- Choice "3" 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge's Biographia Literaria (1814) was originally conceived in 1814 as a short explanatory 

preface to the Sibylline Leaves, but rapidly expanded into a two-volume apologia for his 'literary life and opinions'. 

Part I is broadly autobiographical, describing Coleridge's friendship with Southey and with the Wordsworths at 

Stowey, and going on to trace his struggle with the 'dynamic philosophy' of Kant, Fichte, and Schelling in 

Germany. The humorous narrative is gradually overwhelmed by Romantic metaphysics; ch. XIII contains his 

famous distinction between Fancy and Imagination. Part II is almost entirely critical, attacking Wordsworth's 

preface to the Lyrical Ballads and then marvelously vindicating the poetry itself. Coleridge concentrates on the 

psychology of the creative process, and propounds new theories of the origins of poetic language, metre, and form, 

as the interpenetration of 'passion and will. 
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 زبان و ادبیات انگلیسی  آموزش زبان و ادبیات انگلیسی ـ و پاسخنامه سؤالات 

 0423( ـ دكتري  0825كد )

 آموزش زبان و ادبیات انگلیسی ـ زبان و ادبیات انگلیسیسؤالات  

 ـ فنون و صناعات 0و  0سیري بر تاريخ ادبیات انگلیسی 

A Survey of the History of English Literature and Literary Terms (Questions 1 -25) 

1- Who coined the phrase "willing suspension of disbelief"? 

1) John Keats 2) Charles Lamb 3) T. S. Eliot 4) Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

2- One reason why "Mystery Plays" are referred to as such is because they .......... . 

1) were sponsored by the guilds known as "mysterie" 

2) explore mysterious and religious topics 

3) were written by medieval mystics 

4) involve the solving of a crime 

3- What word did neoclassical writers use to express quickness of mind? 

1) Sprezzatura 2) Conceit 3) Gusto 4) Wit 

4- A picaresque novel dramatizes the life of .......... . 

1) a member of the middle class engaging in self-exploration 

2) a child as he or she develops into an adult 

3) a lowborn, wandering adventurer 

4) a member of the royalty 

5- Which of the following excerpts contains "synesthesia"? 

1) Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, / Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; / Conspiring with him 

how to load and bless / With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run; 

2) And the hyacinth purple, and white, and blue, / Which flung from its bells a sweet peal anew / Of music so 

delicate, soft, and intense, / It was felt like an odor within the sense. 

3) So let us melt, and make no noise, / No tear-floods, nor sigh-tempests move; / `Twere profanation of our 

joys, / To tell the laity our love. 

4) Round the cape of a sudden came the sea, / And the sun looked over the mountain's rim: / And straight 

was a path of gold for him, / And the need of a world of men for me. 

6- Which of the following works is the passage below correct about? 

The poem's plot involves a folklore motif of a challenge by a supernatural visitor, first found in an Old 

Irish tale. The poet has made this motif a challenge to King Arthur's court and has framed the tale with 

allusions at the beginning and end to the legends that link Arthur's reign with the Trojan War and the 

founding of Rome and of Britain. The poet has a sophisticated awareness of romance as a literary genre 

and plays a game with both the hero's and the reader's expectations of what is supposed to happen in a 

romance.  

1) Morte d'Arthur  2) Charlemagne and his Knights 

3) Troilus and Criseyde 4) Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

7- Which work captures a sense of the political turmoil, particularly regarding the issue of religion, just 

after the Restoration? 

1) Gay's The Beggar's Opera 2) Dryden's Absalom and Achitophel 

3) Butler's Hudibras 4) Fielding's Jonathan Wild 

8- The poet of "Bright Star", "To Autumn", and "On First Looking into Chapman's Homer" also 

wrote .................. . 

1) Ode to a Little Invisible Being 2) Ode to the West Wind 

3) Ode to a Nightingale 4) Ode to Duty 
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 0423( ـ دكتري  0825كد )

 زبان و ادبیات انگلیسیزبان و ادبیات انگلیسی ـ آموزش  پاسخنامه 

 ـ فنون و صناعات 0و  0سیري بر تاريخ ادبیات انگلیسی 

1- Choice "4"  

Willing suspension of disbelief. A phrase coined by Samuel Taylor Coleridge in his Biographia Literaria (1817). 

Coleridge argued that, in dealing with supernatural figures in literature, it was necessary “to procure for these 

shadows of imagination that willing suspension of disbelief for the moment which constitutes poetic faith.” The 

phrase is now commonly used to indicate the necessary predisposition on the part of a reader or audience to accept 

the initial hypothesis of a work of literature. 

  

2- Choice "1" 

Mystery play. Mystery plays, performed throughout the fifteenth century and well into the sixteenth, narrate the 

mysteries of scriptural history: especially creation, judgment, and Christ’s incarnation. They were also produced by 

craftsmen’s guilds, which were called mysteries—the trades of shoemakers or carpenters, for example.  

(The original etymology behind mystery play is probably the late Latin ministerium, meaning “church service.”) 

  

3- Choice "4" 

Wit, a much-debated term with a number of meanings ranging from the general notion of ‘intelligence’ through the 

more specific ‘ingenuity’ or ‘quickness of mind’ to the narrower modern idea of amusing verbal cleverness. In its 

literary uses, the term has gone through a number of shifts: it was associated in the renaissance with intellectual 

keenness and a capacity of ‘invention’ by which writers could discover surprisingly appropriate figures and 

conceits, by perceiving resemblances between apparently dissimilar things. 

  

4- Choice  " 3" 

Picaresque novel, usually a first-person narrative, relates the adventures of a rogue or lowborn adventurer as he 

drifts from place to place and from one social milieu to another in his effort to survive. 

  

5- Choice "2" 

Synesthesia: “Synesthesia,” in psychology, signifies the experience of two or more modes of sensation when only 

one sense is being stimulated. In literature, the term is applied to descriptions of one mode of sensation in terms of 

another; color is attributed to sounds, odor to colors, sound to odors, and so on. We often, for example, speak of 

loud colors, bright sounds, and sweet music. A complex literary instance of synesthesia (which is sometimes also 

called “sense transference” or “sense analogy”) is this passage from Shelley’s “The Sensitive Plant” (1820): 

                                 And the hyacinth purple, and white, and blue, 

                                Which flung from its bells a sweet peal anew 

                                Of music so delicate, soft, and intense, 

                                 It was felt like an odor within the sense. 

  

6- Choice "4" 

The plot of Gawain involves a folklore motif of a challenge by a supernatural visitor, first found in an Old Irish 

tale. The poet has made this motif a challenge to King Arthur’s court and has framed the tale with allusions at the 

beginning and end to the legends that link Arthur’s reign with the Trojan War and the founding of Rome and of 

Britain. The poet has a sophisticated awareness of romance as a literary genre and plays a game with both the 

hero’s and the reader’s expectations of what is supposed to happen in a romance. One could say that the broader 

subject of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is “romance” itself, and in this respect the poem resembles Chaucer’s 

Canterbury Tales in its author’s interest in literary form.  
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